ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes

Monday, May 12, 2014






2:00 -3:00 PM
110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Angel, Breitenberger, Dinan, Hadad, Larsen, McGraw, Stout, Vaessin, Valco, Vankeerbergen, von Frese
AGENDA:
1. Approval of 4-22-14 minutes

· Valco, von Frese, unanimously approved
2. Anthropology 3211 (return; existing course requesting GE Natural Science-Biological Science) --Guests: C. Larsen, S. McGraw, S. Stout, and J. Angel. 

· S. McGraw: Department of Anthropology does not fully understand why this course is not a good candidate for GE Natural Science—Biological Science.
· H. Vaessin: When the Panel considers a course, the core question is whether the experience would be sufficient to potentially be the only GE Natural Science—Biological Science course that a student will take. In this particular instance, there are some areas that one would expect to be addressed (e.g., interconnectedness among living things and energetics), yet they are not addressed. There is also some misunderstanding about what is understood by biology. 

· S. McGraw: The language of the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Operations Manual does not address the criteria of the Panel (or the AAAS criteria). 

· C. Hadad: Until recently there were no detailed rubrics for any categories. In the last three years, this Panel has developed some specific criteria for some categories (e.g., differentiating criteria for BA/BS and BA-only courses in GE Natural Science category; rubric for GE data analysis). 
· S. McGraw: Some courses grandfathered in may not fit the criteria either. For example, what about a course like Biology 1350 “Biology of Hope and Belief”?  
· C. Breitenberger: That course does address biological topics (e.g., brain science) in greater detail than Anthropology 3211
· S. Stout:  Anthropology 3211 is an applied biology course. The course provides a thorough coverage of DNA, biophysics etc. The course fits nicely with the current emphasis on interdisciplinarity at the university. 

· C. Hadad: Interconnectedness amongst living things and energetic are not addressed in course. 

· S. Stout: The topic of interconnectedness is covered (e.g., forensic entomology, the process of decomposition). The proposal will be modified to show how many hours are devoted to this topic. Energetics too is a significant part of the course (e.g., decomposition as regards to pathology and entomology; how bones develop, break, decompose etc.) 
· C. Hadad: There is no prerequisite to the course. 
· Response: Anthropology 2200 should be listed as a prerequisite. (2200 is a GE Natural Science—Biological Science.)

· H. Vaessin: Issue of guest lecturers (some do not have an academic background or a degree listed). J. Angel: the guest lecturers are not paid/they just come as guests for 1-3 lectures. They also help provide exam questions; the questions are adapted for the test. Course coordinators are responsible for the final question format and grading of questions suggested by the guest lecturers.
· Q: Assessment of the GE expected learning outcomes: Will the questions change over time? A: Yes, the sample questions will change over time. There will be a databank of questions.
· Assessment plan may not be very strong, but the Department will learn.

· A prerequisite will be added to the course. Suggestion that the following prerequisite language be added: “Biology 1101 or 1113 or Anthropology 2200.” Indeed, in order to take Anthropology 2200, a student needs to have taken Biology 1101. If 3211 is then taken as a GE course, it can only count toward the Open Option. Either Biology 1101 or 1113 covers the necessary information to be able to take Anthropology 3211. In that case, a student could take 3211 as his/her second GE Natural Science—Biological Science course, or as a GE Open Option course.
· The Department of Anthropology will present a resubmission addressing the previous concerns of the Panel (e.g., how key biology aspects are covered; the role of guest lecturers).
· Panel will e-vote on the resubmission. (This will likely be a BA-only course—for example, there is no advanced Math.)
C. Breitenberger: Suggestion that 3rd GE Natural Science course be an interdisciplinary natural science course.
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